
Healing of Community

working towards the Kingdom of God



What is a healthy community?
1. In Relationship with God

• See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them… (Rev. 21:3)

• Points towards the new heaven and the new earth: ”everyone is a new creation.”
• We and Christ are one as Christ and the Father are one.

2. Interdependence and Independence
• All the people of Judah and Israel had security; everyone from Dan to Beer Sheba enjoyed the 

produce of their vines and fig trees throughout Solomon’s lifetime. (1 Kings 4:25); 
• ‘In that day,’ says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, ‘everyone will invite his friend to fellowship under 

his vine and under his fig tree. (Zech 3:10)
3. Shalom

• peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, wellness and tranquility
• My people will live in peaceful settlements, in secure homes, and in safe, quiet places (Is. 32:18)

4. Know Who and Whose they are
• God created humankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them, male and female 

he created them. (Gen 1:27).  An Image of a god represents that god…
• Everything belongs to you, you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. (1 Cor. 3:23)



There is NO perfectly healthy community on 
earth
Every community is incomplete in at least one of the four characteristics in some 
way:
1. In Relationship with God
2. Interdependence and Independence
3. The fullness of Shalom
4. Knowing they are Images of God and belong to Christ

We see the symptoms of this in in-fighting, bitterness, lack of forgiveness, ongoing 
anger and resentment, accusations, adversarial positions, destruction.

Fearfulness, insecurity, inadequacy; quest for power, greed, selfishness



We were built for healthy community!

Jesus wants us to live in healthy community

“The Kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”

“… that they (Jesus’ disciples) will all be one, just as you, Father, are in me 
and I am in you. I pray that they will be in us, so that the world will believe 
that you sent me.  The glory you gave to me I have given to them, that they 
may be one just as we are one— I in them and you in me—that they may be 
completely one, so that the world will know that you sent me, and you have 
loved them just as you have loved me.” (John 17:21-23) 
“Where two or three are assembled in my name, I am there among them.”  
(Matthew 18:20)



What to do?
a) Pray, pray, pray
b) Visit, visit visit – especially the community ‘pillars’ or leaders.  

a) Listen carefully to their grief, their hurt, and what they perceive as the causes of it.  Pray with them regarding it.
b) Visit even if you don’t want to.

c) Be non-threatening, non-blaming 
a) Identify commonalities with this communities’ experience and that of others
b) Refuse to take sides, let people leave if they must.  Be open and honest.

d) Be encouraging
a) Claim them for who they are (Images of God), and whose they are (Belong to Christ).  
b) Declare them to be good in the eyes of God.
c) Build Trust

e) Give them tools and techniques for building in relationship with God (prayer, bible reading, meditation, 
keeping the sabbath, worship, confession, submission)

f) Examine with them the kind of community God built them to have (shalom, interdependence, 
independence, transformative scenario planning), the kind of lives God created them to live (conflict 
management and resolution; “explorations”)

g) Catch them doing good works, saying loving things.  
h) Reinforce for them that they are loved, and God wants to walk with them in that love.



What to do?
Witness God work.  Thank Him that He is moving this mountain.  
Celebrate, and give Him the glory.

Amen!


